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In accordance with regulations and the delegated authority provided
in Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 1, Part 1 through
7, authorized by Title 16, United States Code, Section 3, the
following regulatory provisions are established for the proper
management, protection, government and public use of those portions
of Gulf Islands National Seashore under the jurisdiction
of the National Park Service.  Unless otherwise stated, these
regulatory provisions apply in addition to the requirements
contained in 36 CFR, Chapter 1.

________________________ ____________________
Superintendent                                     Date

Original signature of file with the Chief Ranger



Section 1.5  Closures and Public Use Limits

Closed Fortifications and Structures

Section 1.5 - 1  The following fortifications and related
structures are closed to all public use and access in accordance
with the following conditions:

(a) The interiors of all forts and batteries are closed to public
access at all times, except when an NPS employee is on duty at the
location and/or the gate to the fort or battery is opened and/or by
the posting of signs indicating the hours when the site is open to
the public.

(b) The area within the fence surrounding Batteries Cullum and
Sevier are closed to the public at all times.

(c) The tower adjacent to Battery 234 is closed to public
access at all times, except during specially scheduled
interpretive tours.

(d)  The following areas are closed from sunset to sunrise:

(1) The area within the fence which surrounds Fort Barrancas,
exclusive of the path to the fort when the gate is open.

(2) The grounds around Advanced Redoubt.

(3) The areas in and around Batteries Trueman, Payne and Van
Swearingen.

Determination:  These closures are necessary to protect the
historic fabric and integrity of fortifications and related
structures, and to protect the public from areas which have
inherent dangers and may be hazardous to the public in low light
situations or when unsupervised by knowledgeable individuals.

Less restrictive measures would permit unsupervised public access
into historic areas which are highly susceptible to vandalism or
defacement and would allow public access into especially hazardous
ruins or historic fort structures which have steep, poorly lit
steps, sheer drop-offs and other inherent dangers.

Nesting Shorebird Closures

Section 1.5 - 2  The following locations are used by nesting
shorebirds and are closed to all public use and access as indicated
below:



(a)  That portion of Spoil Island (also known as Sand Island)
within the MS district which is designated by posted signs, from May 1
through September 30 of each year.

(b)  The north shore of Horn Island encompassing the sand spit
at the east side of the Big Lagoon entry, extending 1,500
yards to the east, which is designated by posted signs, from May 1
through September 30 of each year.

(c)  The north shore of Horn Island approximately ½ mile west of the
east tip, which is designated by posted signs, from May 1 through
September 30 of each year.

(d)  The north shore of Horn Island at the mouth of Ranger Lagoon, which
is designated by posted signs, from May 1 through September 30 of each
year.

(e)  The 1/4 mile section of the west tip of East Ship Island,
excluding the beach, which is designated by posted signs, from May 1
through September 30 of each year.

(f)  The area at the west tip of West Ship Island, from the
western-most dune ridge to the western tip, excluding the           surf
line, which is designated by posted signs, from May 1 through September
30 of each year.

(g) That portion of Santa Rosa Island, from the eastern end of Opal
Beach to the park boundary at Navarre Beach, which is designated by
posted signs, from May 1 through September 30 of each year.

(h) That portion of Santa Rosa Island, from the park boundary at
Pensacola Beach to Fort Pickens Ranger Station, which is designated by
posted signs, from May 1 through September 30 of each year.

(i) That portion of Perdido Key adjacent to the Perdido Key Road, which
is designated by posted signs, from May 1 through September 30 of each
year.

Determination: These areas are used each year by nesting shorebirds.
These closures are necessary to protect shorebirds, eggs, and chicks
from human disturbance.

Less restrictive measures would permit public access into areas where
shorebirds build shallow, highly disguised nest in sand and deposit
small, off-white colored eggs which are extremely difficult to see,
resulting in a high probability of the loss of wildlife.



Osprey and Bald Eagle Closures

Section 1.5 - 3  The following locations are used by nesting osprey and
bald eagle, which are subject to human disturbance, and these areas are
closed to all public use and access as indicated below:

(a)  From March 1 through July 31, the north shore of Horn Island in the
area known as the Horseshoe, from NPS Marker #7 to NPS Marker #10 is
closed as follows: The dunes and vegetated area from the northern base
of the dunes to the marsh shall be closed to all entry and use.  The
Beach shall be closed to camping, picnicking or uses other than walking
along the shore line

(b) From March 1 through July 31, the area within 300 yards
of each osprey nest which contains adult or juvenile osprey is
closed to all public use.

(c) From October 1 through April 30, the area southeast of
Big Lagoon on Horn Island, from NPS Marker #30A to NPS Marker #32
is closed as follows:  The dunes and vegetated area from the
southern base of the primary dunes for a distance 1,000 yards north
of the dunes shall be closed to all entry and use.  The beach shall
be closed to camping, picnicking or uses other than walking along
the shore line.

Determination: These closures are necessary to protect osprey and bald
eagle adults, eggs, and juveniles.  These birds are subject to human
disturbance which causes the adults to leave the nests allowing for eggs
and chicks to perish from overheating and dehydration.

Less restrictive measures would permit public access to areas close
enough to disturb these birds and resulting in a high probability of the
loss of wildlife.

Relic Dune Closures

Section 1.5 - 4 The following locations contain highly fragile relic
sand dune structures and are closed to all public use and access as
indicated below:

(a) The area north of Highway 399 through the Santa Rosa area, within ½
mile of the paved parking areas, as designated by signs.

(b) The area north of Ft. Pickens Road, within ½ mile of the paved
parking areas, as designated by signs.

Determination: These areas consist of some of the last remaining relic
sand dunes and the sand flats surrounding them.  These dunes are made of
wind blown sand that has been transformed over time into special
ecological niches.  These dunes systems are habitat for T&E



species and are extremely fragile and subject to rapid erosion when
trampled underfoot.  It is important to preserve these dune structures
for their natural and esthetic values.

Less restrictive measures would allow walking through the dunes which
would result in erosion and eventual loss of the dune structures.

Roadside Parking Closures

Section 1.5 - 5 Roadside parking is prohibited along the following
roads, to protect adjacent sand dunes, emerging dunes, and dune
habitat from erosion caused by heavy public use, and to provide for
visitor safety:

(a) The shoulders on the north and south sides of the Fort Pickens
Road, except in an emergency.

(b) The shoulders on the north and south sides of Highway 399 through
the Santa Rosa area, except in an emergency.

(c) The shoulders on the north and south sides of the easternmost ½
mile of the Perdido Key Road, and the eastern turn-around, except
in an emergency or where permitted at designated loading and
unloading areas.

(d) The bridge over Stark Bayou in the Davis Bayou area.

Determination:  The sand dunes adjacent to the highway and roads are
extremely fragile and subject to rapid erosion when trampled
underfoot.  Public parking alongside the road intensifies the amount
of foot traffic over the established dunes, emerging dunes, and dune
habitat. These dunes systems are habitat for Threatened and Endangered
species and it is important to preserve them for their natural and
esthetic values.  Parking along the bridge over Stark Bayou would
impede proper vehicular traffic flow and force pedestrians to walk in
the traffic lanes, exposing them to potential danger.

Less restrictive measures would allow walking through the dunes which
would result in erosion and eventual loss of the dune structures, or
would not provide the degree of safety necessary for Seashore
visitors.

Glass Container Closures

Section 1.5 - 6  All beaches within the seashore and all of the
islands within the Mississippi District (including the Ship Island
pier) are closed to the possession of all types of glass containers.
Residents, park personnel, concession employees and their guests
living and working on the island will be exempt from this regulation



as long as the glass containers remain within the buildings or on the
boardwalks immediately adjacent to the buildings.

Determination:  Most of the people using the beaches of the Seashore
and the offshore islands of the Mississippi District walk these areas
barefoot.  Glass containers such as beverage bottles, mayonnaise
jars, etc are often left as trash by individuals using the beaches.
These glass containers will eventually become broken, jagged pieces
of glass, partially buried in the loose sand, and frequently cause
severe lacerations to exposed feet.

Closure of the pier at Ship Island provides protection to visitors on
the pier and is necessary to effectively implement the island glass
closure.  The island receives 90,000+ visitors annually, most of whom
arrive via the pier.  The small staff at Ship Island could not
effectively implement the island closure except by enforcing the
closure on the pier as well.

Residents of the island need the convenience of possessing glass
containers for living on the islands.  Their restricted use of glass
containers poses no significant hazard to require banning their use
in limited areas.

Less restrictive measures would not prevent this danger from
occurring.  The Seashore receives over five million visitors per
year, and the vast majority spend time walking the beaches barefoot.
This restriction provides protection for the public.

Propulsion Motor Closures

Section 1.5 - 7  The following waters are closed to certain types of
propulsion motors, as indicated below:

(a)  The lakes, ponds, lagoons and inlets of East Ship Island, West
Ship Island, Horn Island, Petit Bois Island and Cat Island (where the
NPS has acquired ownership) are closed to the use of motorized
vessels, except that vessels with motors are not prohibited if the
motor(s) are turned off and tilted up so as to be out of the water,
or removed from the transom or gunnels.

(b)  The lagoons of the Perdido Key unit within Big Lagoon adjacent
to Spanish Point and Langley Point are closed to all combustion
engines, except that vessels with motors are not prohibited if the
motor(s) are turned off and tilted up so as to be out of the water,
or removed from the transom or gunnels.

Determination:  Horn Island and Petit Bois Island, including the
lakes, ponds, lagoons and inlets are within the designated wilderness
area of Gulf Islands National Seashore and are required to be closed
to all motorized vessels.  The lakes, ponds, lagoons and inlets of



East Ship Island and West Ship Island are very small, shallow bodies of
water that are not conducive to motorized boat use and which are used as
nesting areas for herons, egrets, alligators and other wildlife.
Additionally, this closure provides for protection of the shallow bottom
and grassy banks of the waters and enhances the scenic values of the
islands.  The lagoons of Perdido Key are extremely important grassbed
habitats that need to be protected.  Propellers from combustion engines
cut trenches though the grassbeds in these shallow waters and cause
bottom sediments to be mixed into the water column.  This sedimentation
increases water turbidity and the suspended sediments smother grasses as
they settle on the grassbeds.

Less restrictive measures allowing for the use of motorized vessels in
these waters would not provide sufficient protection to protect nesting
wildlife or preserve shallow water bottoms or fragile banks.

Intentional Groundings

Section 1.5 - 8  All waters within the boundaries of the National
Seashore are closed to the intentional grounding of commercial and any
other non-recreational vessels, except in time of emergency, without
specific authorization by the Superintendent.  An emergency is defined
as “a period of time when the captain of a vessel is in immediate danger
of losing that vessel”.

Determination:  The seagrass beds along the shores of the barrier
islands are a dwindling resource both within and without the boundaries
of the National Seashore.  These areas are inhabited by a variety of
mollusks, crustaceans and small fish which form the base of the food
chain in these coastal waters.  These grassbed areas are easily
destroyed by the disturbance caused by the actual grounding of vessels,
by the increased turbidity produced, and by subsequent salvage
activities.

Less restrictive measures would permit an activity that is damaging to
plants, wildlife and habitat.

Horn Island Pier Closure

Section 1.5 - 9  The pier and boat hoist at Horn Island are closed to
all public use.

Determination:  Horn Island is within the designated wilderness area of
Gulf Islands National Seashore.  Wilderness areas by definition are to
be experienced as they were prior to the arrival of white settlers.
Part of the experience of being on Horn Island is to pull a boat up to
the natural shoreline and disembark as one might have several hundred
years ago.  The pier and boat hoist are intended for the administrative
use of the government only, as a minimal tool due to the adjacent Ranger
Station.



Less restrictive measures would not promote the Federal administrative
policies concerning wilderness use and would not allow the National
Seashore to achieve the management responsibilities of administering a
wilderness area.

Ship Island Pier Closure

Section 1.5 - 10  The northern most 120 feet of the Ship Island dock,
as indicated by signs, is closed to docking of private vessels between
March 1 & October 31.

Determination: The National Park Service’s contract with the tour boat
concessionaire requires sufficient dock space be reserved for the safe
and efficient loading and offloading of passengers.  The northern
portion of the Ship Island pier is required since these tour boats are
72 feet to 110 feet in length and require deep water and sufficient
space for maneuverability.  The tour boats run on a daily basis from
March 1 through October 31.

Less restrictive measures would not ensure available docking space for
the tour boat when bringing visitors to the island.

Operational Area Closures

Section 1.5 - 11  The following locations are used for operational
functions and are closed to the public at all times, except for the
delivery of supplies and materials or on other official business:

(a)  The Davis Bayou maintenance complex.

(b)  The Naval Live Oaks maintenance compound.

(c)  The government-use boat dock at Davis Bayou.

(d)  The Ship Island generator sheds and maintenance compound.

(e)  The Horn Island Ranger Station compound and generator shed,
except when seeking information or assistance.

(f)  Construction areas within the Seashore, as designated by the
posting of signs.

Determination:  These locations are used exclusively for operational
and support purposes where heavy machinery, tools, boats, etc are used
and maintained.  The closure of these locations is necessary to
provide for public health and safety while accomplishing support
services necessary for the management of the National Seashore.



Less restrictive measures prevent the necessary maintenance, upkeep and
support required for the management of the National Seashore while
maintaining adequate public health and safety.

General Areas Closed to Public

Section 1.5 - 12  The following locations are closed to the public at the
times indicated below:

(a)  All ranger stations, visitor centers and other buildings are closed
to all public use except when an employee is on duty at the location and
the door, gate or entry to the building is unlocked.

(b)  The Davis Bayou Visitor Center area, including adjacent parking lots
and access roads, from sunset until 8am.

(c) The Davis Bayou picnic area and Hanley Rd are closed to the public
from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  Excepted from this closure are registered
campers.

(d)  West Ship Island is closed to all visitor use from sunset to
sunrise; the pier is closed to visitor use, including the docking of
vessels from sunset to sunrise.

(e)  The Naval Live Oaks Visitor Center area, including adjacent parking
lots and access roads, from sunset until 8am.

(f)  The paved roads and parking lots both north and south of U.S.
Highway 98 in the Naval Live Oaks area except for parties issued a
special use permit for the Naval Live Oaks Group area north of U.S.
Highway 98, from sunset until 8am.

(g)  The old picnic area south of U.S. Highway 98 east of the Naval Live
Oaks Administration Building, from sunset until 8am.

(h)  The Opal Beach facilities, including adjacent parking lots and
access roads, from sunset until 8am.

(i)  The Okaloosa area, from sunset until 8am.

(j)  The Perdido Key area is closed from sunset until 8am.  Excepted from
this closure are registered walk-in campers at Perdido and persons
possessing a valid Night-Owl Permit, issued by the National Seashore.

(k) The one-way loop road that begins near the Chasefield Plantation
Cemetery and provides access to Batteries 234 and Cooper, from sunset
until 7am.



(l)  The Fort Pickens parking lot, the access road to this parking
lot, and the areas around adjacent historic structures that are used
for park maintenance and storage purposes, from sunset until 7am.

(m)  The Fort Pickens area is closed to public access from 10 p.m.
to 7 a.m..  Excepted from this closure are registered campers in the
Fort Pickens Campground and persons possessing a valid Night-Owl
Permit, issued by the National Seashore.  Batteries, forts, etc are
closed to all persons during these hours, including campers and
Night-Owl Permit holders.

(n)  All buildings used for administrative purposes and all offices,
rooms and hallways used for administrative purposes are closed to
the general public.  Persons are exempted from this closure when
they are specifically invited into an otherwise closed area by an
authorized employee of the National Seashore, in order to conduct
official business.  The Authorized employee may rescind the
exception when they believe that the purpose of the visit has been
concluded.

Determination:  The visitor centers, parking lots, roads, piers and
areas listed are intended to be open during specific hours when
services can be provided by park staff, including visitor education,
visitor protection and resource protection.   At times when these
services can not be provided, the National Seashore is unable to
keep these areas open while still providing for the maintenance of
public health and safety, protection of natural and/or cultural
resources and the protection of valuable government property.  West
Ship Island receives very heavy visitation during much of the year
and is staffed by only two Park Rangers available to respond to law
enforcement and emergency situations.  Visitation at this island is
concentrated at the pier/fort/swim beach/facilities where the two
Rangers are required to live.  Limiting visitation to day-use only
allows the Rangers to provide adequate protection to the resources
and facilities during the day and gives these employees evenings to
relax without dealing with visitors 24 hours a day. The closure in
section (n) enhances the safety and well being of the employees of
the National Seashore and contributes to a more efficient and
effective workforce.  All Visitor Centers and other public contact
areas will remain open to the general public, while this closure
will allow employees opportunities to perform their administrative
duties without interruption.

Less restrictive measures would not provide reasonable protection to
the public or to the natural and cultural resources or buildings and
other property of the government.  It also would permit public
access into offices and rooms used for administrative purposes,
leading to disruption of the work force and less efficient and
effective management of the National Seashore.



Campground Closed to Public, except Registered Campers

Section 1.5 - 13  The Fort Pickens and Davis Bayou Campgrounds and
their facilities are closed to all public access by other than
registered campers or persons visiting registered campers.

Determination:  Both campgrounds are intended for the use of visitors
who are camping in the campgrounds, and who have paid a current camping
registration fee.  This closure provides the registered camper the
opportunity to participate in camping activities, which often includes
outside living, without being under constant observation by all park
visitors.  It provides a degree of privacy to the campers, allocates
resources in a manner consistent with visitor use fees, and increases
safety by reducing the amount of vehicle traffic in the campgrounds.

Less restrictive measures would not result in an appropriate allocation
of resources to persons paying an additional camping fee, nor would
provide the degree of safety desired within the campgrounds.

Reserved Pavilions, Campsites

Section 1.5 - 14  Picnic pavilions, campsites and group tent sites
which have been properly reserved are closed to the use of all persons
except those who have reserved them.

Determination:  The Seashore has provided an opportunity for members of
the public to reserve certain facilities for exclusive use.  This
offers a service so that parties, group camping, etc may be planned
with the knowledge that a location for the activity is assured.

Less restrictive measures would not allow for this service to be
provided to the public.

Over-sand Foot Travel Closures

Section 1.5 - 15  Over-sand foot travel is prohibited on the north and
south sides of the 1.7 mile Perdido Key Road between the Star Pavilion
and the eastern turnaround except by way of the designated access
points. The access points are the 11 boardwalks and the one sand trail
provided along the roadway.

Determination:  The sand dunes adjacent to the Perdido Key Road are
extremely fragile and subject to rapid erosion when trampled underfoot.
These dunes systems are habitat for Threatened and Endangered species
and it is important to preserve them for their natural and esthetic
values.



Less restrictive measures would allow walking through the dunes which
would result in erosion and eventual loss of the dune structures.

Hunting Closures  (See also section Sec. 2.2, Hunting)

Section 1.5 - 16 Hunting is prohibited in the following areas and times:

(a) Naval Live Oaks Reservation area, at all times.

(b) Okaloosa area, at all times.

(c) Santa Rosa area, at all times except in the designated hunting
areas described in Section 2.2 of the Compendium where hunting is
authorized.

(d) Fort Pickens area, at all times.

(e) Pensacola Naval Air Station areas, at all times.

(f) Perdido Key area, at all times except in the designated hunting
areas described in Section 2.2 of the Compendium where hunting is
authorized.

(g)  The Gulf Islands Wilderness, comprised of Horn and Petit Bois
Islands, at all times.

(h) Ship Islands, at all times.

(i) Davis Bayou area, at all times.

(j) Cat Island, where the NPS has acquired ownership.

(j) The waters of the Seashore, at all times, except those waters
within the Perdido Key and Santa Rosa Hunting Units as described in
Section 2.2 of the Compendium where hunting is allowed.

(k) The sound side picnic area and adjacent waters located within the
Opal Beach Complex, at all times.

Determination: The park’s enabling legislation (16USC459h) authorizes
the Superintendent to close areas when and where hunting should not be
permitted due to reasons of public safety, administration, fish or
wildlife management, or public use and enjoyment.  The areas closed
above receive approximately 4 million visitors annually, and hunting and
the firing of weapons is not conducive to public safety with that level
of visitation.  Even the offshore islands making up the Gulf Islands
Wilderness receive almost 70,000 visitors annually.  The vast majority
of those visitors, according to surveys, come to the



Seashore to enjoy swimming and relaxing on the beaches, activities
that are not well-suited to coexist with hunting.

The Perdido Key and Santa Rosa Hunting Units are the only areas of
the Seashore meeting current criteria to allow hunting.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety
necessary for Seashore visitors, or provide for the appropriate
separation of conflicting visitor activities.

Bow and Arrow Fishing Closure   (See also section Sec. 2.3, Fishing)

Section 1.5 - 17  Fishing by the use of bow and/or arrow is
prohibited in all the waters of the Seashore.

Determination:  Due to high visitation throughout the Seashore,
especially in areas popular for this type of activity, the shooting
of lethal projectiles would present an unsafe activity.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety
necessary for Seashore visitors.

Spears and Gigs Closure (See also section Sec. 2.3, Fishing)

Section 1.5 – 18 The following areas are closed to the use and
possession of spears, gigs, spear guns, Hawaiian slings, and other
similar devices, except that such devices may be on board vessels
when stowed away and not available for immediate use.

(a)  In the Ft. Pickens area, the shore and waters adjacent to the
Pensacola Bay shoreline between the Quartermaster dock location and a
point 100 yards west of the rock jetties.

(b)  Within the designated swim beaches at Opal Beach, Langdon Beach,
Johnson Beach, and Ship Island.

(c)  Along the north shore at Opal Beach, Battery Langdon, Fort
Pickens Campground, Naval Live Oaks picnic area and Okaloosa area.

(d)  Along the south shore at Naval Live Oaks Group Camping area.

(e)  At Ship Island, within 300 feet of the pier.

(f)  In all portions of the Davis Bayou area.

Determination: Due to high visitation in these areas, the shooting of
spear guns or stabbing with spears and gigs would present an unsafe
activity.



Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety
necessary for Seashore visitors.

Public Pier Fishing Closures (See also section Sec. 2.3,
Fishing)

Section 1.5 – 19  Fishing from public boat docks and piers at Davis
Bayou and West Ship Island is permitted only when it does not
interfere with the safety of the public or with the maneuvering of
boats.

Determination:  The primary purpose of the docks and piers at Ship
Island and Davis Bayou is the passage of persons to and from boat and
land.  Fishing is an appropriate recreational activity so long as it
does not interfere with the primary purpose of the docks and piers.

Less restrictive measures would not allow for the safe and orderly
passage of visitors to and from boat and land.

Taking of Bait Closure

Section 1.5 – 20  The taking of bait from salt water bays, sounds,
ponds and lagoons shall be limited to the amount for immediate on-site
personal use only.

Determination:  Digging for bait or collecting bait from land is
prohibited by the CFR (sections 2.2 and 2.3(d)(6).  Collecting of bait
in saltwater ponds and lagoons offer an easy opportunity to catch
large numbers of bait fish due to shallow water and restrictive banks
and shorelines.  This limitation helps preserve these fish which
otherwise are not protected from exploitation by other State or
federal regulations.

Less restrictive measures would not provide sufficient protection to
small fish which are easily accessible by small seine nets.

Fort Pickens Pier Area Closure

Section 1.5 - 21

The following areas are closed to boating operations:

(a) Within 200 feet of the new fishing pier at Fort Pickens.

(b) Within 200 feet of the remnants of the old pier at Fort Pickens.

Determination:  The Fort Pickens pier is primarily used by visitors
fishing who use hook-and-line, and cast nets.  The high concentration
of people who use hook-and-line on the pier poses a significant risk
of personal injury to any unsuspecting boater who enters the



restricted area.  Furthermore, the competition between people fishing
on the pier and the people boating has risen to a level where acts of
violence are not uncommon.  The new pier and the remnants of the old
pier are within close proximity to one another.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety to the
public that is reasonable and expected.

Section 1.6 Permits

Section 1.6 - 1  The following recreational activities require permits:

(a)  Primitive camping at Perdido Key, except that persons who camp on
their vessels are exempt from this requirement.  (��2.10)

(b)  Groups of 100 or more persons or groups wishing to use audio
devices, large cookers, tents, catering companies, commercial
activities, weddings, or other events which may result in conflicts
with other park visitors, or interfere with the services provided by
the National Seashore, or have the potential to impact park resources
or park ambiance.  (s 2.1) (See Section 2.11 – 2(c) for equipment that
is not permitted for use in the picnic area).

(c) Use of the areas beyond the Fort Pickens and Perdido Key gates
after those gates are locked. Visitors must purchase a Night Owl Permit
prior to receiving the privilege to use these areas after hours.

Determination:  The Perdido Key area is closed to public use except for
primitive camping.  This permit requirement provides the National
Seashore with the opportunity to know who is camping in this otherwise
closed area and who’s vehicles are parked in an otherwise closed
parking lot.  Permits for large groups or unusual activities provides
the Seashore with the opportunity to evaluate the events for
appropriateness and impacts. The Night Owl Pass allows visitors to fish
at Fort Pickens and Perdido Key at night by allowing them access beyond
the security gates while continuing to provide security for these areas
after hours.

Less restrictive measures would prohibit the National Seashore from
properly managing the Seashore for the safety of visitors and the
protection of government property, facilities and resources.

Section 1.6 - 2  The following collecting activities require permits:

(a)  Collection of research specimens. (��2.5)



(b)  Collecting by educational or other organized groups, including
catch-and-release collecting. (��2.5)

Determination:  Required by 36 CFR 2.5.
Less Restrictive measures not available.

Section 1.6 - 3  The following activities involving groups of
people require permits:

(a)  Special events (��2.50)

(b)  Public assemblies (��2.51)

(c)  Sale/distribution of printed matter (��2.52)

Determination: Required by 36 CFR sections 2.50, 2.51 and 2.52.
Less Restrictive measures not available.

Section 1.6 - 4  The following commercial activities require
permits:

(a)  Business operations (��2.3)

(b)  Commercial Photography and Filming (��2.5)

Determination:  Required by 36 CFR sections 5.3 and 5.5.
Less Restrictive measures not available.

Section 2.1 Preservation of Natural, Cultural and Archaeological
Resources

Section 2.1 – 1  Dead wood which has already fallen to the ground
may be collected in the following areas for use as campfire fuel in
authorized camping areas:

(a)  The Davis Bayou Campground and picnic areas.

(b)  The Fort Pickens Campground and picnic areas.

(c)  The Naval Live Oaks Group Use area (north of U.S. Hwy 98).

Determination:  The removal of dead wood lying on the ground in
these areas will have no significant impact on natural resources or
natural processes when collected in small amounts for occasional,
small campfires.

Less restrictive measures are not necessary since these are the
only areas open to camping activities.



Section 2.1 – 2  Driftwood washed up on the open beaches, between the
water line and the vegetation line, may be collected in the following
areas for use as campfire fuel when camping on the islands:

(a)  East Ship, Horn, Petit Bois, and Cat Islands.

(b)  The Perdido Key area, ½ mile east of the end of the paved road.

Determination:  Soil development in the sandy soil on barrier islands
is slow.  Organic matter is critical for the retention of moisture and
nutrients in the barrier island habitats, particularly the relic dune
areas. Driftwood which remains on the open beaches is not normally
incorporated into the soil of the island and may be collected for
firewood without having any significant impact on natural resources.

Less restrictive measures would allow the collection of all down wood
and would not protect the organic material needed for the maintenance
of the soil in the island interiors and dune systems.

Section 2.1 - 3  Persons may enter or walk on historic fortifications
in the Fort Pickens, Perdido Key, Pensacola Forts areas and on West
Ship Island, except for those locations designated as closed by the
posting of signs and/or barricades.

Determination:  The stairs, walkways and tops of the fortifications
are appropriate for visitors, except for areas which have been closed
off for safety purposes;

Less restrictive measures would permit walking on unsafe or unsuitable
portions of the fortifications.

Section 2.1 – 4  Unoccupied sea shells may be gathered by hand for
personal use in all locations, except where such shells are found in
an archeological site.

Determination: The removal of unoccupied seashells will have no
significant impact on natural resources or natural processes when
collected in small amounts for personal use.

Less restrictive measures, such as collecting occupied seashells would
conflict with wildlife protection regulations.

Section 2.1 – 5  The collection of leaves, pine needles, sweet gum
balls, pine cones, nuts and acorns for educational purposes is
permitted under the following conditions:  Persons may collect and
keep up to five (5) items of each type specified above, per person,
per day.  These items may only be collected from the ground after they
have been shed from the parent vegetation.  None of the items



may be picked from live or standing vegetation.  Persons may collect
these items only from developed picnic areas and from the surface of
paved roads.  Items may not be collected from visitor center areas,
trails or undeveloped woodlands.

Determination: The removal of small numbers of shed leaves, acorns,
pine cones, etc. from parking lots and picnic areas serves an
educational purpose and will have no significant impact on natural
resources or natural.

Less restrictive measures such as allowing the collecting of large
amounts of these items or collecting of living plant parts would
conflict with wildlife protection regulations.

Section 2.2 Wildlife Protection (See also section 1.5-16 Closures)

Hunting is authorized under the Seashore’s enabling legislation (16 USC
459h), with the provision that zones may be designated and periods may
be established where hunting is not allowed (See section Sec 1.5-16 for
areas of hunting closures).

(a) Hunting is authorized in the following areas of the Florida
District:

(1) Santa Rosa Sound Hunting Unit

Hunting is authorized for waterfowl only pursuant to applicable
seasons, times and other regulations established by the State of
Florida.  The hunting area is designated between the western
boundary of Section 1, Township 3 South, Range 28 West,
Tallahassee meridian and the eastern boundary of Section 35,
Township 2 South, Range 27 West, Tallahassee meridian in the
waters of Santa Rosa Sound under park jurisdiction. Hunting is
permitted at or below the ordinary high tide line only. The
designated areas open to hunting are marked with signs located on
the beach. The sound side picnic area and adjunct waters located
within the Opal Beach Complex is closed to hunting at all times.

(2) Perdido Key Hunting Unit

Hunting is authorized for waterfowl only, pursuant to applicable
seasons, times and other regulations established by the State of
Florida.  The Perdido Key Hunting Unit is designated as the area
from the East tip of the island extending westward to a point ½
mile east of the end of the paved road on the north beach. Hunting
is permitted at or below the ordinary high tide line only. The
designated area



open to hunting will be marked with signs located on the beach.

(b) The designated waterfowl hunting units described in 2.2(a) can be
accessed by water only.  When traveling over seagrass beds in
these hunting areas, all propulsion engines must be turned off at
all times.  No overland access for hunting is permitted to these
designated hunting areas.

(c) Temporary hunting blinds are permitted at or below the ordinary
high tide line in the designated hunting units of the Santa Rosa Sound
and the Perdido Key Unit as described in Section 2.2 - 2. There will
be a 300-yard separation between blinds.  All blinds will be removed
at the end of each hunting day.

Determination: The park’s enabling legislation (16USC459h) authorizes
the Superintendent to designate areas when and where hunting is
permitted within the Seashore. Hunting within the Florida District of
Gulf Islands National Seashore is managed in cooperation with the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission under General
Agreement #1443GA532000010.

The Perdido Key and Santa Rosa Hunting Units are the only areas of the
Seashore meeting the current criteria to allow hunting.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety
necessary for Seashore visitors, or provide for the appropriate
separation of conflicting visitor activities.

Section 2.3 Fishing

2.3 - 1  Fishing is authorized under the Seashore’s enabling
legislation (16 USC 459h), with the provision that zones may be
designated and periods may be established where fishing is not
allowed.

2.3 - 2  It is prohibited to chum or place dead fish, fish parts, fish
eggs, food, chemicals or other foreign substances in the waters within
500 feet of the pier on West Ship Island and the Fort Pickens pier for
the purpose of feeding or attracting fish.

2.3 - 3  See Sections 1.5-17 through 1.5-21 for areas closed to
fishing and prohibited methods of fishing.

Determination: The park’s enabling legislation (16 USC 459h)
authorizes the Superintendent to designate areas when and where
fishing is permitted within the Seashore.

The use of chum to attract fish will normally attract sharks to the
area.  Sharks can be easily lured into a feeding frenzy when there



are large amounts of chum in the water.  Sharks exhibiting this type
of violent behavior would present a possible danger for visitors using
the park for other recreational activities. Some visitors swim or wade
to shore from their vessels in close proximity to the pier.  It is
also possible for visitors to accidentally fall into the waters around
the pier.

Less restrictive measures would interfere with the function, mission
and administration of the Seashore and not provide the degree of
protection that visitors expect when visiting the park.

Section 2.4 Weapons, Traps and Nets

Section 2.4 – 1  Firearms authorized for waterfowl hunting by the
State of Florida may be possessed, carried, and used by licensed
hunters only during the appropriate season when actually being used
for such hunting and only in the locations designated as open to
hunting in the Perdido Key and Santa Rosa Hunting Units and the
transportation of such weapons is in compliance with 36 CFR 2.4(a)(3)
and (b), and with Section 2.2(b) of this Compendium.

Determination:  Possession and use of nets and weapons in authorized
fishing activities is appropriate.  Possession and use of nets and
weapons not approved for fishing activities is not appropriate or
necessary for the use and enjoyment of the National Seashore.

Less restrictive measures would not be in compliance with the intent
of the regulations found at 36 CFR 2.4.

Section 2.10 Camping and Food Storage

Section 2.10 – 1  Frontcountry camping is allowed by persons/families
who have purchased a valid camping permit for an individual campsite
at either the Ft. Pickens Campground or the Davis Bayou Campground,
under the following conditions:

(a)  Campers at the Ft. Pickens Campground may stay no more than 44
days annually, and no more than 14 days during the campground’s peak
period of March 1 through Labor Day.

(b)   Campers at the Davis Bayou Campground may stay no more than 30
days annually, and no more than 14 days during the campground’s peak
period of January 1 through March 31.

(c)  Campers’ time limits described in paragraphs a and b of this
section will be calculated cumulatively during the calendar year,
whether camping is in a series of short stays or in a continuous stay,
and may be waived only for emergency situations, as specifically
authorized by the Superintendent, or Chief Ranger.



(d)  Individual campsites at both the Ft. Pickens Campground and the
Davis Bayou Campground are limited to a maximum of 6 people, except
that more than 6 people may occupy a site if they are all members of a
single family.  No more than 1 recreational vehicle and/or 1 tent or
up to 2 tents are allowed per campsite.

Determination:  The above listed conditions provide reasonable access
to the campgrounds for the thousands of visitors who come to the
Seashore each year to camp.  Limits on the number of nights ensures
that newly arriving visitors have any opportunity to camp and that a
small group of campers can not monopolize the campgrounds. Limitations
on the number of people, vehicles and tents at a site minimize damage
to vegetation and topography as well as help maintain the
characteristics of a National Park Service campground that the
visitors are seeking.

Less restrictive measures would not provide adequate protection to
park resources or provide reasonable opportunities or the type of
campground experience the public seeks when visiting the Seashore.

Section 2.10 – 2  Group tent camping is allowed by bona fide groups
(service, education, therapeutic, or non-profit organizations) who
have purchased a valid camping permit for the Ft. Pickens Group Site,
Naval Live Oaks Group Site or the Davis Bayou Group Site, under the
following conditions:

(a) Group camping is limited to a minimum of 10 persons and a maximum
of 40 persons at each site.

(b) Group campers may stay no more than 14 days annually, and this
limit will be calculated cumulatively during the calendar year,
whether camping is in a series of short stays or in a continuous
stay.

(c) The group sites are for tent camping only.

(d) The Naval Live Oaks Group Site is for use by youth groups only.

Determination:  The above listed conditions provide reasonable access
to the group camp sites for the many groups wishing to use them each
year. Limits on the number of nights ensures that newly arriving
groups have any opportunity to camp and that a small number of groups
can not monopolize the campgrounds.  Limitations on the number of
people at a site minimize damage to vegetation and topography as well
as help maintain the characteristics of a National Park Service
campground that the visitors are seeking.



Less restrictive measures would not provide adequate protection to
park resources or provide reasonable opportunities or the type of
campground experience the public seeks when visiting the Seashore.

Section 2.10 – 3  Primitive camping is allowed on Perdido Key, Petit
Bois Island, Horn Island, Cat Island and East Ship Island under the
following conditions:

(a) Campsites must be on relatively flat, level beaches without
vegetation or dune structure.  Camping on dunes or on vegetation is
prohibited.

(b)  Campsites may not be used by more than 10 persons at any one
time, and campsites must be separated by a distance of 1/10 mile.

(c)  Camping, cooking, or other activities are not allowed in areas
closed for the protection of shorebirds, osprey, or eagles, including
any area within 300 yards of any nest which is being used by adult or
juvenile osprey or eagle.

(d)  Primitive campers at Perdido Key must register at the Perdido Key
Entrance Station and must camp at least ½ mile east of the end of the
Perdido Key Road.  (Persons staying on their vessels are exempt from
this requirement)

Determination:  The above listed conditions provide reasonable access
to the public for primitive camping while protecting the natural
resources and the primitive, secluded characteristics of the islands.

Less restrictive measures would not provide adequate protection to
park resources or provide reasonable opportunities or the type of
camping experience the public seeks when visiting the Seashore.

Section 2.11 Picnicking

Section 2.11 – 1  The following locations are closed to picnicking.

(a) Interior of Fort Barrancas and the Advanced Redoubt.

(b) Interior of Fort Pickens.

(c) Interior of Fort Massachusetts.

Determination:  The interior of these fortifications are closed to
picnicking so as not to interfere with guided tours of the forts or to
intrude on the historical character the Seashore attempts to maintain.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the type of venue the
Seashore attempts to maintain, for the education of visitors.



Section 2.11 – 2  Picnic pavilion use is limited as follows:

(a)  Picnic pavilions may be reserved in advance.   When not reserved,
the pavilions are available on first come, first serve basis.  When a
group has made a reservation with the Seashore for a pavilion, use by
the general public is prohibited. Reserving a pavilion can only be
made through the Seashore’s pavilion reservation system and the
Seashore will display a sign on the pavilion indicating that the
pavilion has been reserved.

(b) Visitors may not display signs on the pavilions for the purpose
of holding or reserving a pavilion for later use.  If the pavilion is
not reserved through the Seashore’s pavilion reservation system then
the pavilion must be available on a  first-come-first served basis for
the general public.  Groups must physically occupy the pavilion in
order to hold them for use later in the day.

(c) The use of carnival-like games and equipment is prohibited.  This
includes, but is not be limited to: Moon walks, dunk tanks, pony
rides, merry-go rounds and other equipment deemed by the
superintendent as inappropriate for use in the Seashore.

(d) The use of amplified music is prohibited.

(e)  No more than one sign indicating the name of the group hosting a
picnic may be placed in front of the pavilion by the group that is
occupying the pavilion. Signs may not be attached to natural features
or to park structures, nor can buildings, road signs, roads, etc. be
marked or painted in any way.  Signs shall be removed when departing
the facility.

(e) See also Permits, Section 1.6 –1(b)

Determination: The Seashore has provided an opportunity for members of
the public to reserve certain facilities for exclusive use.  This
offers a service so that parties, group camping, etc may be planned
with the knowledge that a location for the activity is assured.
Limiting the number and locations of signs allows the Seashore to
maintain the characteristics of a park area. Carnival-like games and
equipment are not conducive to providing an enjoyable visit to the
park for all visitors.  Many of these devices require a large amount
of electricity and result in electrical cords being run for long
distances causing a severe safety hazard.  Many of these devices are
noisy and some require generators that are not allowed within the
Seashore.



Less restrictive measures would not allow for this service to be
provided to the public, nor maintain the characteristics of a park
area.

Section 2.13 Fires

Section 2.13 – 1  Fires may be built at the locations indicated below
under the following conditions:

(a)  In all developed campgrounds and picnic areas except picnic
pavilions on West Ship Island, fires may be built in permanent grills,
portable grills and permanent fireplaces.

(b)  In Davis Bayou, a ground fire is permitted only in the fire ring
provided at the Davis Bayou Group tent area and in the 2 fire rings
provided at the Amphitheater at the Davis Bayou Campground.

(c)  On East Ship, Horn, and Petit Bois Islands, fires may be built on
beaches only, in accordance with paragraph and(e).

(d)  On Perdido Key, in locations designated as open to primitive
camping, fires may be built on beaches only, in accordance with
paragraph (e).

(e)  Where fires are allowed on beaches, they must be placed no more
than five feet above the high tide line, and they must be below any
vegetated area.  Only driftwood washed up on the beaches may be burned
in these fires; dead and/or down vegetation from the interior of the
islands may not be used.

(f)  Authorized fires on beaches, after being extinguished with water,
are to be disposed of by removing burned and unburned material from
the area or by burying all materials under at least six inches of
sand.

(g)  On West Ship Island, fires in portable grills only may be built
on beaches, excluding the designated swim beach.  Grills and other
fires are prohibited within the designated swim beach and prohibited
on all portions of the boardwalk and pavilions.

(h)  All fires must be extinguished with water when no longer being
used. Ashes and all burned and unburned material from portable grills
must be removed from the area.  Such material may not be placed in
other trash receptacles.

Determination:  Fires in grills can be safely used in all of the
campgrounds and picnic areas except for the wooden boardwalks/
pavilions at Ship Island.  Fires can also be safely used on the
beaches open to primitive camping, so long as the fires are close to
the beaches, away from dune and marsh vegetation and driftwood is the



firewood used.  Fires on beaches which receive heavy visitor use would
present an unsafe situation due to the probability of persons dumping hot
coals on the sand.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety to the
public which is reasonable and expected or provide appropriate protection
to natural resources.

Section 2.13 – 2  During periods of drought, as determined below, all
open fires within that geographical area of the park are prohibited.  For
the purposes of this section, open fires shall not include any fire using
charcoal briquettes within a bar-b-que grill, or any fire within a camper
or other structure.

(a)  Open fires are prohibited when a State, county or municipality,
within whose exterior boundaries a District or portion thereof is
located, has placed a ban on open fires.

(b)  Open fires are prohibited within any District of the park when the
Keetch Byrum Drought Index has exceeded a value of 600 for that District.

Determination:  During periods of drought, burning embers escaping an
open fire have a strong potential to cause wildfires.  The burning of any
substance other than charcoal briquettes at these times creates an
unacceptable risk to safety and the resources of the park.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety to the
public and to the natural resources of the park.  Fires within grills
using charcoal briquettes is a reasonable option for the public during
these periods.

Section 2.14 Sanitation and Refuse

Section 2.14 – 1  The following conditions apply to sanitation and
refuse:

(a)  In locations at Fort Pickens which are equipped with facilities for
the cleaning of fish, waste materials resulting from fish cleaning may be
disposed of by washing the materials into the adjacent waters.

(a) In locations designated as open to primitive camping, human body
waste must be immediately contained within a leak-proof container and
removed from the Seashore or buried under 6" of sand and all trash
removed to a designated disposal site or receptacle.

(b) All trash will be disposed of in a trash can, trash bag, or other
container immediately after use.  The discarding or piling



(a) of trash on the ground with the intention of later picking it up
for proper disposal is not permitted.

Determination:  These conditions provide reasonable means for the
disposal of waste products without causing unwarranted safety or
environmental nuisances.

Less restrictive measures would not offer the degree of safety
necessary for the protection of the public or the resources, or
help maintain the characteristics of the islands that the visitors are
seeking.

Section 2.15 Pets

Section 2.15 – 1  The following locations are closed to pets (with the
exception of guide dogs) at all times:

(a)  The beaches on both the north and south shores of Perdido Key,
Fort Pickens, Santa Rosa, and Naval Live Oaks areas.

(b)  The beach area at Okaloosa.

(c)  The designated swim beach at Ship Island.

(d)  All forts, batteries, and other fortifications.

(e)  The interior of all buildings and facilities.

Determination:  Pets are prohibited by Escambia County ordinance on
most of the beaches within the Florida District.  Pets conflict with
orderly visitor use in swim beaches, picnic shelters, pavilions and
inside public buildings and facilities and other locations receiving
highly concentrated public use. The interior of these fortifications
are closed to pets so as not to interfere with guided tours of the
forts or to intrude on the historical character the Seashore attempts
to maintain.

Less restrictive measures would not comply with State law or provide
the type of venue the Seashore attempts to maintain, for the enjoyment
and education of visitors.

Section 2.15 – 2  Unattended pets may be tied to fixed objects at
individual campsites in the Fort Pickens and Davis Bayou Campgrounds,
providing the leash length does not exceed six feet and the pet is not
annoying other campers by making unreasonable noise.

Determination:  Campsites in the campgrounds have some degree of
personal possession, limiting the transit over that site by other
people, and it is reasonable to allow campers to tie their pet within
that campsite area.



Less restrictive measures would force campers to keep their pets
inside their tents/camper or on a leash at all times, which would
be unreasonable for campers with pets.

Section 2.15 – 3   It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to
immediately remove any feces left by his/her pet and deposit it in
proper trash containers.

Determination:  Removal of pet feces in areas of the Seashore where
pets are allowed contributes to the public health and safety and
helps maintain the characteristic of the Seashore that the visitors
are seeking.

Less restrictive measures would lead to potential health concerns
and would diminish the characteristics of the Seashore.

Section 2.15 – 4  Dogs may be unleashed while being used for
waterfowl hunting in the Santa Rosa and Perdido Key Hunting Units.

Determination:  Retrieval of slain waterfowl is more efficient
using trained bird dogs.  Using bird dogs is an accepted aspect of
waterfowl hunting and requires that the dog be allowed to run off-
leash.

Less restrictive measures would not allow this type of hunting
experience.

Section 2.16 Horses and Pack Animals

Section 2.16 – 1  Horses may be ridden on the trails and fire roads
of the Naval Live Oaks area, north of U.S. Highway 98.

Determination:  The trails on the north side of U.S. Highway 98 are
fairly long, sand trails that provide reasonable opportunity for
both horse and people use.

Less restrictive measures would allow for the use of horses on much
narrower, shorter trails that are not conducive to use by horse
traffic and people walking.

Section 2.20 Skating, Skateboards, and Similar Devices

Section 2.20 - 1   Roller skates, roller blades, and skateboards
may be used in the following areas:

(a) Within the Fort Pickens and Davis Bayou Campgrounds by
registered campers.



(b) On Hanley Road from the north Hanley Road entrance gate to the
campground entrance.

(c) On the multi-use paths in the Naval Live Oaks area and Santa Rosa
area.

Determination:  Traffic in the campgrounds and the northeast portion
of Hanley Road is infrequent enough and slow enough to allow for the
use of skates and similar equipment with only a minimal chance of
vehicle/pedestrian accidents. The multi-use path in the Naval Live
Oaks and Santa Rosa areas is a section of a 41 mile recreational path
the passes through multiple local, county and federal jurisdictions.
The path was constructed to provide numerous recreational benefits
that include the use of roller blades and roller skates.

Less restrictive measures would allow for the use of skates and
similar equipment on roads that are more heavily traveled by motorized
vehicles.  This would be present potentially hazardous conditions due
to the lack of control many skaters demonstrate.

Section 2.21 Smoking

Section 2.21 - 1   Smoking is prohibited in all government vehicles
and buildings, including the forts, batteries and parade grounds of
the forts.

Determination:  Buildings and structures used by employees and the
public are closed to smoking by Presidential Proclamation.  The
fortifications are closed to smoking so as not to interfere with
guided tours of the forts, or to allow second hand smoke to interfere
with the enjoyment and education of visitors.  Many of the forts are
small enough that smoking in the parade grounds impacts people
visiting the forts.

Less restrictive measures would not comply with Presidential
Proclamation or provide the type of venue the Seashore attempts to
maintain, for the enjoyment and education of visitors.

Section 2.22 Property

Section 2.22 – 1   Vehicles and boat trailers may be left unattended
for up to seven days in the following locations:

(1)  The parking lot adjacent to the Davis Bayou boat launching ramp,
when a valid boat launch permit has been purchased and properly
displayed.

(2)  The Perdido Key parking area, when a person has obtained a permit
for primitive camping at the Perdido Key area.



Determination:  A small number of vehicles and trailers can be
accommodated at the parking areas, providing a service to visitors
who are primitive camping within the Seashore.

Less restrictive measures would allow for longer periods of
parking.  This limit ensures that newly arriving visitors have an
opportunity to park and/or launch their boats and ensures that a
small number of people can not monopolize the parking areas.

Section 2.23 Recreation Fees

Section 2.23 - 1   Recreational fees have been established as
provided in 36 CFR part 71 for the following recreation facilities
and/or services:

(a) Mississippi District

Camping at Davis Bayou Campground
Group Tent Camping at Davis Bayou
Davis Bayou Boat Launch
Pavilion Reservations
Davis Bayou Dump Station

(b) Florida District

Entrance to the Fort Pickens, Opal Beach and Perdido Key Areas
Camping at Ft. Pickens Campground
Group Tent Camping at Fort Pickens
Group Tent Camping at Naval Live Oaks
Pavilion Reservations
Fort Pickens Dump Station
Night Owl Permits

Determination:  36 CFR Part 71 authorizes the park to establish
recreation fees.  All fees collected in the park are in accordance
with guidelines established in this section.

Less restrictive measures would interfere with the function,
mission and administration of the Seashore.

Section 2.51 Public Assemblies, Meetings

Section 2.51 – 1   All locations within the Seashore are available
for public assemblies except for the following:

(a)  The interiors of Fort Pickens, Fort Barrancas, the Advanced
Redoubt, and Fort Massachusetts.



(b)  The interiors of all buildings.

(c)  The Gulf Islands Wilderness, consisting of Horn and Petit Bois
Islands.

(d)  U.S. Highway 98 in the Naval Live Oaks area and Highway 399 in
the Santa Rosa area.

(e)  Concessionaire facilities in the Fort Pickens, Santa Rosa,
Perdido Key, Okaloosa, and West Ship Island areas.

Determination:  The fortifications are closed to public assembly due
to the inherent interference such activities would have on the guided
tours of the forts and due to the intrusion on the historical
character the Seashore attempts to maintain.  Administrative buildings
are closed to public assembly due to the inherent interference such
activities would have on the orderly administration and maintenance of
the Seashore.  The Gulf Island Wilderness is closed to public assembly
due to the inherent interference such activities would have on the
peace, tranquility and characteristics of these wilderness islands.
The highways are closed to public assembly so as not to interfere with
normal services offered to the public and so as not to cause danger to
public health and safety.  The concessionaire facilities are closed to
public assembly so as not to interfere with the access of the public
to these relatively small businesses which are providing a service to
the visiting public.

Less restrictive measures would interfere with the function, mission
and administration of the Seashore or would endanger the public.

Section 2.52 Sale or Distribution of Printed Matter

Section 2.52 – 1 All locations within the Seashore are available for
sale or distribution of printed matter except for the following:

(a)  The interiors of Fort Pickens, Fort Barrancas, the Advanced
Redoubt, and Fort Massachusetts.

(b)  The interiors of all buildings.

(c)  The Gulf Islands Wilderness, consisting of Horn and Petit Bois
Islands.

(d)  U.S. Highway 98 in the Naval Live Oaks area and Highway 399 in
the Santa Rosa area.

(e)  Concessionaire facilities in the Fort Pickens, Santa Rosa,
Perdido Key, Okaloosa, and West Ship Island areas.



Determination:  The fortifications are closed to sale or distribution of
printed matter due to the inherent interference such activities would
have on the guided tours of the forts and due to the intrusion on the
historical character the Seashore attempts to maintain.  Administrative
buildings are closed to the sale or distribution of printed matter due
to the inherent interference such activities would have on the orderly
administration and maintenance of the Seashore.  The Gulf Island
Wilderness is closed due to the inherent interference such activities
would have on the peace, tranquility and characteristics of these
wilderness islands.  The highways are closed to the sale or distribution
of printed matter so as not to interfere with normal services offered to
the public and so as not to cause danger to public health and safety.
The concessionaire facilities are closed so as not to interfere with the
access of the public to these relatively small businesses that are
providing a service to the visiting public.

Less restrictive measures would interfere with the function, mission and
administration of the Seashore or would endanger the public.

Section 3.6 Boating Operations

Section 3.6 – 1  Operating a vessel in excess of 5 mph or creating a
wake is prohibited in the following waters:

(a)  Within 500 feet of the Davis Bayou launch ramps.

(b)  Within 500 feet of the Ship Island pier.

(c)  Within 500 feet of the Horn Island pier.

(d)  Within the buoyed, no wake zone at Spoil Island (also known as Sand
Island).

(e)  Within 500 feet of the Ft. Pickens pier.

(f)  Within that area on the north side of Perdido Key, at the east end,
near the Fort McRee site, as designated by posted signs.

Determination:  Operating a vessel over 5 mph or at such a speed as to
create a wake represents an unsafe activity at these locations due to
the number of vessels and swimmers which congregate in these areas.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety to the
public which is reasonable and expected.



Section 3.20 Water Skiing

Section 3.20 – 1  The following waters are open to the towing of
persons by vessels, in accordance with applicable State and federal
regulations:

(a)  Waters on both the north and south sides of the Santa Rosa area,
except within 500 feet of the designated swim beach.

(b)  Waters on both the north and south sides of the Ft. Pickens area,
except within 500 feet of the designated swim beach, and within 500
feet of the Ft. Pickens pier.

(c)  Waters on both the north and south sides of Perdido Key, except
within 500 feet of the designated swim beach, and within that area at
the east end that is designated as a no-wake zone.

(d)  Waters on both the north and south sides of the Mississippi
barrier islands, except within 500 feet of the designated swim beach,
and within 500 feet of the Ship Island pier, and within 500 feet of
the Horn Island pier, and within the no-wake zone at Spoil Island
(also known as Sand Island).

Determination:  Water skiing is an acceptable form of recreation in
the warm waters of Gulf Islands National Seashore, so long as the
activity does not significantly impact natural resources or create
potentially hazardous situations.  The areas open for this activity
allow ample opportunity for this type of recreation.
and swimmers which congregate in these areas.

Less restrictive measures would not provide the degree of safety to
the public which is reasonable and expected.

Section 3.21 Swimming and Bathing

Section 3.21 – 1  The following locations are closed to swimming,
snorkeling or SCUBA diving:

(a)  Waters within 200 feet of the West Ship Island pier, except for
waters south of the government boat hoist.

(b)  All waters within the Davis Bayou area.

(c)  Waters within 200 feet of the Ft. Pickens pier.

Determination:  The Ship island pier is routinely used by large
tourboats as well as public boaters.   Swimming around this pier would
present an unacceptable risk to public safety.  The waters of the
Davis Bayou area are shallow, muddy waters that are habitat for
wildlife including alligators.  Swimming in these waters would



disturb wildlife and would present an unacceptable risk to public
safety.  The Ft. Pickens pier is used primarily for fishing by visitors
using hook-and-line, and would present an unacceptable risk to safety.

Less restrictive measures would not provide adequate safety to the
public or provide reasonable protection to wildlife.

End


